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SPAIN TO BE READY!
WHEN PEACE COMES
Railways and Water Routes Will

Vic With Germans for
Trade.

INVITE AMERICAN TRAVEL

King Alfonso and Ministry Are
Behind Progressive Improve¬

ment Plans.

'Correspondence of the Associated
Trrm. >

MADRID. SPAIN. At"-". 21..While
most of Europe is at war, Spain, de¬
tached. neutral, and far removed from
V,e actual lighting. is putting her
house in order for 11»o period of re¬
construction and revival which will
follow the war. It Is recognized that
the fighting nation*. comprising vir¬
tually all of Western and Central Eu-
rope, will he heavily burdened If not
prostrate, financially, and in many
other ways, for a generation or more
after the war. This is true also of

IiOHt of the. neutral European nations,
ocated in the midst of the fighting, like
Switzerland. Holland, Denmark and
Greece, which, though neutral, are. so
near the area of disturbance that they
share many of its burdens.
Spain Is the one European country

so far removed geographically from
the conflict, that she feels little or no
direct effect from the war. I.ife in the
cities and the interior goes on as usual,
with little or no change in industry,
production, labor, finance and all the
? her branches which are being drained

to the limit by the need of fighting
men and supplies in the countries at
war. The submarine scare looked
threatening for n time, but this has al¬
most passed, f >: Spanish Industry in

^getting the Oal it needs to keep the
wheels in motion, and Spanish cjportswhich fe.ir the risl.s <«f ocean transport
are getting out by new land routes
eastward to France, and thence across
the channel to K tig land.
With Spain thus normal, while the

.rest of Europe Is abnormal, she is in
a position to look over her economic
lesources. hring them up to a more
modern standard, and be ready for the
important part die expects to take
after the war. Sin* i-- doing this in all
branches «>f aetnit>. particular^ In
modernizini; her ra tiro.id system, de¬
veloping her merchant shipping, im¬
proving her ocean ports, and consider¬
ing new trade routes with the outer
world which may make Spain the high¬
way and comtnei i.il lit..-: between Eu¬
rope and .Vinei lea. and between Amer¬
ica and the vast t rathe coming and
going to the Meditteranean. King Al-
fonso is taking a .lirect personal .in¬
terest in this development, and his
views are shared by the ministry and
by public men without distinction of
party. While detail*, cannot at pres¬
s-flit be given, it <;>ii :. lso be said that
American capital and enterprise are
likely to play an important part in this
development Thus far British. French
and German capital have been doing
most of the development in Spain, and
have not done it well, while now the
appearance of this new factor of
American capital promises a new order
of things for Spain

, i it i nr. it \ n.w \ > v w ii.i.
km iii:ri.A< 1:11 himix

A nevv system i>f Spanish railways is
now receiving verj full considerntjon
in the highest fiuarturs. with some of
the master-Insiders of America taking
nil important part Sp.tiit is one of the
few countries of Kurope where the
railroads are not ownod bv the state.
V'.it are farmed out t<> private parties,
on concessions. These arc supposed to
give mutual advantages to the conces¬
sionaires. to the state and to the pub¬
lic. But in actual practice the conces¬
sionaires have received most of the
benefits, and have glve.n the public a

railroad system of the most antiquated
type, with old-fashioned ramshackle
tars and excessive fares for trips which
are made as long and round about as

possible.
In the stud\ now being given to the

new system, some of the present routes
look like curiosities <>f engliiei.nnt; con¬
struction i »iie of the foremost engi¬
neers of America said they seem to be
built on the theory that they should
run along the two sides of a right-
angled triangle, instead of the hypoth-
cnuse. That is. they seem to defy I he
Ujeometrlcal rule that the shortest dis¬
tance between two points is a straight
line. Some of them go straight away
from their objective point, and then by
a long detour come around to it. Others
actually loop-1he-loop, swinging around
like a letter eight.
The line from Madrid lo lrun. on

the Spanish frontier. and thence to
I'arls. Is one of the links in the great
system, crossing Kurope. east and west,
much like the transcontinental railway
systems In America. Hilt this vital link
in a great chain is 610 miles long,
winding and looping from .Madrid to^

."jrun. instead of tin miles over an easy
straight course in a level section. Why
the useless waste of time and distance
over (*>-10 miles, has been a mystery to
engineers who recently have studied
the system.
.There is I he same defiance of ele¬

mentary engineering principles in an¬

other chief route, linking Madrid with
Cordoba and the rich region of Anda-
ttjsia and Southern Spain. Here the
road from Madrid runs away from
d'ordoba. almost at right angles, and
after getting about 200 miles east of
the city, turns abruptly west and final¬
ly rounds up at Cordobn.
There are about 15.000 kilometers

(about 10.000 miles) of railway in
Spain, or an average of about a mile
to every thirty square kilometers. This
Is almost the lowest average in Ku¬
rope.
SEAPORTS H IM, CftWKCT

WITH CK\TR,U. EUROPE

One of the chief purposes of those
who are going over the situation here,
is to connect one of the great seaports
pf Spain by a fast modern railway

(.Continued on Tenth rage.)

WILL THIS CARNAGE j
| EVER COME TO END?
Reviewing Fighting Spirit. Ger¬

man Major Sees Little
Hope for Peace.

| OFFICERS FROM THE RANKS

Writer in Teutonic Paper Com¬
ments on Democracy

of Armies.

RKRMN, April 21..Under the caption
"Between the Battles," the Deutsche
Taccs7,«!ltuii|? publishes a 11 article on

'the psychology of the present world
; war front the pott of Major Krncut
Moraht. The famous military critic
says in part:
"The cannon. hand-grenade detach¬

ments and bomb thrower. never slop
their activities entirely on the long
fronts of our armies in the field. i>ut
from time to time a lull In the I'mlit-
ing comes. The millions of men in
arms then take a tlccp breath and on
the lips of every soldier is the mute
question: When will the slaughter start
again, and is It ever going to end?
"The same question is asked by the

people at home. The nation is proud
of the con rag" and the successes of
our invincible troops on near and dis-

; taut fronts, hut still it ask:- anxiously:
Will the end of this carnage ever come?
"We desire pcace. but our fervent

hope must not be misconstrued. Our
enemies firmly believed they would t>e
able to break our resistance by their
onslaughts, and especially by the Brit¬
ish starvation blockade. They waited
two years for the critical moment and
expected confidently that the third win-
let "if the war would bring our col¬
lapse With the siid of their extensive
espionage system they tried to eel an
insight into the Interior condition in

'the German empire and the dual mon¬

archy. listening at every door, so to
.xpeak. they uttered a shout of joy
whenever they believed they heard li
sound of discontent from within our
borders.

,

"In the meantime our iron-hearted
men in the field, although tln-ir souls
were filled with the hope of peace,
fought on with grim determination n n<l
foiled all attempts of our enemies to
breaU down our wall, of steel. Out
officers, who come from all walks of
life and represent all da-se- of the na¬
tion. are pi-1 forming their duty as ably
and bravely as the professional sol¬
diers who commanded our legions in
the first year of the gigantic struggle.
"Young ofH''ers and also war u-

respondents. who never have In i n sol¬
diers themselves, sometimes state that
jour armies are fighting without tape
or ,h»ite Such statements ar« always
pri&riptly distorted by uur eneinie--.
who assure? their own troops and peo¬
ples and the neutrals that the Herman
.uhiit'i's are i> k and tired of the war
and tci longer pos.-e-.-- the "will to win."
1.1-: it >1 ins \ hi-: I'm. it ri m;

\\ rrn ii \ti:i-i i. it \«.i
"The reports of itn-xpi. rii !». -.d ob¬

servers rn regard to the alleged ab-
m to e of hale a!ii| rage on the «!cr-
man fronts nr>- incorre< t and create a
false impression. not onlj in foreign
countries, bu'. also at home. It would
be a 11 yi hobigicaI riddle ii -our sol¬
diers. in view of our losses and suf-
ferings and tlx- aims of our enemies,
con Id keep ilicir In-arts free from hale
and rage. > <i» the *vp«icrn fr-«nt. in the
e*t anil in K'>nin.itut. I »!un\ - s.iw

clenched li-ts and i-jcs afir«-, wi;h rage
whenever battle was mentioned. And
in the same fraim of mind I found the
Atistro-lluiigarian. Bulgarian ami
Turkish Soldiers whose fronts I have
visited.

"Th»» war is becoming more and
more brutal. because our enemies are

employing methods that had been dis-
carded since the darkest days of the
Middle Ages. Under such conditions;
the absence of wrath and rage in the
Herman lints is psychologically im-
possible. It is. true that troops daily
exposed to all kinds of dangers and'
death lose the feeling of hate to a
certain extent, hut the fury of battle
is always there when it is needed,
This rage Is as important and its
necessary as the iron discipline wh>clt
distinguishes the Cerinau army, lie
cause no o lllccr or soldier who has
any other thought but to destroy the
enemy can do b;s full duty. iland-to-
hand lights are always won by the
side that works Itself into the great¬
est race.

"In time of peace we have taken otir
co-workers in the education and train-
ing of the army from the ranks, and
we are now reaping the benefits of this
wise policy. Our legions are con-

itimially rejuvenating themselves, with-
out losing their martial spirit and their
efficiency. Many old officers have lold
me that they never dared to hope to
see such preservation of the energy
and war spirit of our armies.
"There the main secret of our

strength lies. Our officers, who have
coino. from the people and are bound
to the men under their command by
the closest ties of sympathy, have the
confidence of the soldiers.
"The victories of our armies

. and
j their tenacity and sacrifices prove that
the officers taken from the ranks and
all classes arc worthy of the honor
to lead our millions of lighters. When
peace conies we must continue our
former system of military training of
our schoolboys and youth, because onl>
In this manner will we be able to have
unlimited material for our officer corps.
"Our nation asks when peace may

come. Nobody can answer. We cannot
make new offers to an enemy whose
sole aim it is to give us the "knockout
blow." How could we know what is
going on in the hearts of the Kuglish
working classes, how the Krenoh na¬

tion really feels, how conditions in
Uussia may eevelop and which role
the United Stales will play in the final
stages of the struggle?
"Sometimes our enemies talk of the

'suicide of Kurope," hut they always
repeat their determination to destroy
and depopulate Germany. No peace Is

(.Continued on Tenth Page.)

Caesar's Famous Highways Can¬
not Compare With Modern

Net of Thoroughfares.

FINE ENGINEERING CORPS

War Has Forced Nation to Over¬
haul System of Trans¬

portation.
It" .MK, .Msiri'li 2'5 fbv mail) Tlic

Italian Krncnl staff b:is Just made
publb* a mi-pi. r of reports rnin-'rn-

itm tin- work done at »! i <-» front an<l in
(1m- iMi'ii linos l»y t!». . oncinooritm
i-orps. anil the fa«*t «!t.-<-,losed afford
i n»>\v anil <...!. viin i:.u proof ili.it Italy.
1m ides not « ontom|»lat itip a war of
approssion airainst Au"ria. was even
ii n nrepa rod t" r .-j 1 an invasion

'I'llr mom fonvini-inir <«f tin-;'- proofs
is 111« fait tliftt 111 .. A list t o-I taliail
border la«-ked pood roads sun-h as w .»>i!«I
permit a rapid ad\v»it«-e of tlie troops
anil tho transportation of lictvy art i 1
Icrv nio.-os and ammunition wacons.

'I'll'- idea of the Italian aom-ral staff
s to render tlio passaire of larce

Austrian armies almost impossible nr.

jat worst, delvy their advance until the
Italian!- had Into suflb-ient tin e to .-on-
. .ontrat<- their forces alopc tlio I.«.
Iliver and around trie on- . fatuous, but
now olc-oleto. quiilr'ar- ral eompi" inc.
anions others tlio fortre*-.-- of Ve-
rotia a ml I '. s< !i lera.
i. \( k cir i.(kh)

ito\!>*» imiovi:*. ii \\i)11¦ \t*
When war v. a: de- lar'-'f ti.e lai of
oil roads provf-d a u rca t liamli< ap

to < h« operations of t !». Italtn troops
and n* oat ly hampered tin r move-
r it;:

l:- idf tin- enpineorinp «*orp> was

¦ir.ythinp but adequate to reino«|\ tin-
ituatlon. and this explains in part
why muoii was not a-.-oiiyJisltid itt
tho tirst six months of the wnr.

Tin- first tliinp i«i-neral I'adorn.-t did
was to im-rea tin- nunibor of en:_-i-
neerinp units by i ulli'ia under tho
i-olors tVious-'jtds of «-»\ iI onsitieor- ami
i-npinroritiK students The re-ult was

.hat within four months from 'he be-
^itMiiiiu of the hostilities the endue* r-
inc . orprf o»" tiio arm;, was more than
doubled

liui'lnc tin first year of the war
1 111*1111 roads on th< Trent iti. «'adore
ami .lulian front. \\ hosed i-ombine
length a s «iver f»,oin'i |; ilotm-'.i r*. «. r«

either widened or t ransf..i tned from
mule p'ths into pood u <uon ro:i»l«
i iv.. thousand additional roads tra-
\o* -inc hundreds of small 'owns and
oiut< tinu 11-:-t«-ssi.. po.-- t ions, w >-r>

.P red to trafTi.*.
i. Manx of til* r .ail I. \ bo i nt

tbii .i id'-s r' mountain-- and <¦¦¦.>¦'
; oalvs a¦ ' pa-sos that ti < d !... the
«o ! of '. mi t il;irina n>: ..:

'...r Win-re oin-r- tho deer r««i !
i ! » ir «'. tl . horn of the !¦ i. . .

-¦ now heard.
Th« tna int i'i»a tu-e of ' fie-"'- roads ro-

null"' an army of iiioio than jft.mte
la borel'.-

After i he war is over, the provlnve®
of Vi-ron.i. !'<line. Belluno. Venii-e and
Treviso u ill find themselves endowed
with the best telopraphi'- ami telephonic*
system of the whole kinpdom. To the
old teU-prapli linos, a u repa tinu nearly
trt.ftnii kilometers of wire. SO.Onil Kilo-
meters have been added in order to
comie>-t thousands of military rom-
inand.--. A; to telephones, i;ii,ihi'.i kilo¬
meters of wire have been strung.
<.rvhi ii.ii m \ \ v

\i:\v imni(ii:s i\ itai.y
The army engineers have also built

lover rivers, brooks and torrents 1 f">
new bridges. many of which are per¬
manent works. On the Isonzo. for in-
stance, tiiree reinforced concrete struc¬
tures have been built.
The transportation of munitions, the

removal of dead and wounded and
the revictualing of hundreds of ad¬
vanced posts perched on peaks whose
heights vary between 1.20ft and- it.
meters, presented a number of prob¬
lems which were all solved by the con -

struclion of «0t"» so-called "wire ways,"
over which electric-propelled cars
t r: \ <. a t fast speed

Tltes* "w il l- ways." some of *\ Itich
are nearly t< n kilometers lotiv. coasist
of a solid steel cable strung between
two mountain peaks or between a peak
and a point in the valley below. The
cables carrv every twenty-four hours
more than 7,f'0 tons of materials and
some ol them are tinder the nr.- of» Aus¬
trian artillery. Shooting a "wire way"
car in motion seems to be a favorite
pastime with'the Austrian sharpshoot¬
ers.

A number of standard and tiarrow-
guapre railroads have also been built
for the speedy transportation of troops
from one point to another of the
tnile front. These railroads v. ill aU
remain and w ill prove a blessinc. I "ur¬
ine the winter of 1015-10. the army en¬
gineers also prepared the winter ramps,
anil |o,«ioo barracks were erected iu or¬
der to house 750.t)nn men. This year
the number of camps has been coti-

Isideraidy increased.

GERMANY LACKS LABOR
t'ologne tin/.ette Calls for Ventral Mcl,i

in TrnniiiKtrliiiK l.o:ul» of foal
(o Other t'ounfrlcH.

f'KIU.IN. April 21..1'nder the nip-
lion. "We Need .More laborers," th*j
Cologne Gazette says:
"Germany has to supply several n-u

trnl countries, especially Holland. I>rn-
mnrk and Switzerland, with coal. 'I'll"
transportation of the enormous quan-
litieti of fuel wo have io send across
our borders is very dillieiili for us. be¬
en tine we are so short of labor. It i <

not unreasonable to ask the neutrals to

help move the coal. The countries re¬
ceiving coal from us must be asked to
send a sufficient number of laborers to
our mines."
The Vossiche Zeitung wants reprisals

against Denmark because it would not
permit f>on mechanics and laborers, who
had been engnged by German agents at
very high wages, to conio Lo Germany.

"Nail a Flag to Your Plow'*

. I'rnm ih«» Aili;ntu .lournal."The Southern farmers can show their patriotism in no better or more convincing way than by resistingthe great temptation of the present priee of t-otton and helping, helping upon a great ucale. to feed the nationand t he pemties everywhere who »re 'i^hting for their liberties and for oar own.".IMIKSIDKNT WILSON*.

Fond of France,
Alsatians Hate

Greedy Germans
A

to Loathe Drunken
Teutons Who Dom¬

inate People.
< ...*rewpoiiii«noo of Associate'! i'rrs.H 1

PAWS. FRANCIS. April J!.."If
there is entertained anywhere n eon-

virtiun that Alsace is CSerman in spirit
to-day, it is it superActal deduction
lack ins: exactly what the Hermans have
never had.that is, the element of
psychology." said Pastor Charles
Wagner. auihor of "The Simple l.ife,"
Speaking '.> the Associated Press about
President. Wilson's speech to the iJcmo-
cratic National t'oinmill"c and the
scm:..ni -iai reply sent out from Berlin.!
in which it w as declared tli it Alsace
is to-day. as it always has been, tier-
man in lanpu.ige. tradition and senti¬
ment. Paator Wagner^ began liis
career as a clergyman in Alsace after
the war of ISTn.
"The Germans claim Alsace as a i!er-

iiiii n-spi-akin^: country: yet tlu-y them¬
selves were surprised in IST'i to liiul a

people there speaKinu a language :ini-
l.ir to their own. yet so different in
everything that goes to mako up life."
continued the pastor.
"There were Alsatians that might

have been called 'ha'I .and half." that
hail benefited from French culture mi l
Cerman science. That element thought
thai. If France should lose Alsace, it
miv.lit become moi'e and more a con¬

necting link between the two countries.
Indeed, tin historical origin of Alsace
would justify the conviction that the
country had a great mission to per¬
forin in the world, bin that mission
\\ .is denied h; the llriitians Tliey
wotild iml admit thit ilo.' Alsatians
could dr.vw on two sources. Tlicy re-

ipiir-'d that the annexed people should
forget France, that they should have
only one pride anil one glory, that of
being German.

"I was a student at Strasiburg after
the win- of ISTn, and saw the heginniui:
of that new and painful i r.i for Alsace.
My tirst preaching was done there. I
soon discovered that, if I remained, I
could scarcely he anything more th «n
la corporal of the Kmpcror. I left, be¬
cause 1 didn't want to become a

'spiritual gendarme.'
AM. <;KI5MA\S FAI1, 'I'O

I Mir.llSTAM) VOIII.i: t il \ It At'TIOIt
"The Germans failed utterly to un¬

derstand what was noble and worthy
In the Alsatian character and how
they might have made themselves ac¬

cepted. They were blind to the pain¬
ful situation of the tenacious and ob¬
stinate Alsatian people, holding to old
.i ffect Ions, and to whom, remaining
faithful lo France in het misfortunes
Germany appeared all the more cxcos-

sive in her exultations. They hud not
the tact and discretion of a successful
victor. The consequence was that Al-
atians attributed 11» o result of the
.vxr of |s?0 more to circumstances than
to ilcrniuuy's superiority.
"The ureal contrast (hey were

obliged to draw between the Germans
who emigrated from other provinces
into Alsace after the war and their
ideal German, destroyed their eon 11-
dencc in the much-vau.ited German or-
gauixation.
"The Alsatian lives well and drinks

Rood wine, hut lie is ashamed to be
seen drunk. The absolute absence of
dignity in this respect by the immi¬
grated Germans made it impossible for
the Alsatian to associate with them.
"The younger generations became

more indifferent than the old by force
of circumstance. «ut the partial con-

i o.* this younger element was not
a spiritual cumiuest. It wns simply
becalt.se t li« population was becoming
habituated to new rulers, as an old
woman becomes habituated lo her false j
teeth, to In r failing beauty, without, in
m;. sense, becoming enamoured of her
oni age.
"The Germans needed a Napoleon to

complete the military conquest .of ls~n;
by the spiritual conquest of the people,
lie would never lay a hand upon in¬
stitutions nail ten.ar to Alsace audi
l.oriaine lie was chaffed once about
She geaciv.Is on his staff who spoke
German. *li is true they do speak tier-
man.' he .-mid; 'K. el i.trina nil swears In
German, but lie lights in French." Na¬
poleon knew that the spiri. of the
Alsatian wan l-'reniu, and that lie need
have no anxiety on the score of the
"language. In fact, the Frem !i policy
since I.wtiis >. IV. had been never- to
touch anything in Alsace. The country
was left v illi a language that was not
national. German and French were

'.aught, but tln< old patois was ihe
substance. French penetrated the
province like a perfuni" Instead of
like a projectile, as dlo German insii-
t u t ions.
I'litM isin>.vi. r\Tois siiii:i.i>s

\I,S.\TI \ S ( II tit M TKItlSTH'S
"A curious result of the German ef¬

fort to stamp out French in Alsace iva.«
that in proportion as the Alsatians for¬
got French they became more Alsatian,
while they never approached any
nearer to being German. In less than
fifteen years after the beginning of
the German occupation, an Alsatian lit¬
erature had sprung up. The Germans
permitted it, not understanding that
that provincial patois was a sort of a
fortress behind which Alsatian charac¬
teristics were sheltered."
Passing on to general questions re¬

garding Ihe war and Its effects after¬
ward. Pastor Wagner expressed the
opinion that the world will he spirlt-

(.Continued on Eleventh Pago.)

Sevprnl Thousand Rmhryonii' nine-
jackets Ate Preparing at (Jrrnt

hakes Training Station.

SMIIIOI'S ATTITUDH <>l WAIt

Instruction I'erltid lias lieen Re¬
duced, and Squads Are Dally Sent
"Somewhere in the Hast" to
Weigh Anchor In Atlantic.

?!\ AsKoHutri) Pro8< ]
1.A KI'i RI.I KK. I I.I... April 21..Scv-

oral thousand tinbryonlo bluejackets'
are being prepared at lite Croat l.nkea
Naval Training Station here t«» man

the ships ''l* 'If American battle (loot
in the war with Germany. Since Prcsl-
dent Wilson proclaimed a state of war.
the station, with bar.'uck room for
about MOO men, has been caring for
between 3.000 and -1.000 recruits, and
the number is increasing daily.
Heretofore it has taken about four

months for a sailor to complete his
training in the naval preparatory
school. And the atmosphere about the
station was not unlike that in the aver¬
age Middle Western college. Surround- jin-; the iiuadrangular paritlc .-.¦round.!
r.s college l>rildings surrmtml a campus,
are the barracks and executive oilices
Hut ilio wartime recruits have brought
with litem a more scions demeanor
th.mi that of peace.
Then. too. the inllux of recruits and

the demand for m -n in the lleet has
been such that the t« .« tint; period lias,
been reduced i<> from ten to tw> aty*
one days, contingents being sent "some¬
where in the Kast" as rapidly as t!u>
can be prepared. !£ach <>f the d;«> !

spent at the .station is filled with \\ 11:*i
the olliecrs describe .is "Intensive prcp-
.tration for sea duty." lOaelt da> buub-s
ate Mowing. awkward stptads drilling,
patriotic pulses heating, air' the ait-
is tilled with the thrill of preparation
for war.
With mushroomlike rapidil.v a sand-

colored tent city is rising above t to
grrco i tis crass of the reservations, thai
the overflow of men from the h.irracks
ma> tie cared fur. Captain W. A Mof-
felt, i ommandanl, has obtained Hi
teinporar," ose of 1 T»T acres fronting on
l.ake Michigan and adjoining the
rc.ser\ a t ion.

I'lans have hern made and orders
issued looking toward the cons'rttc-
tion of the largest inland community
of its kind In the worbl. l«'|ve thou¬
sand tents, to house almost iii.oiin men,
are to be pitched on the ground. A
sewerage and wat,er system is b< ing
<-Mablished; kitchens are beint; biiill
and streets laid out. Preparations alHO
are under way for the erection of a
wireless station, which will give the
(¦rent l.akes Mepartment direct com¬
munication with the Navj I >epi«rtno nt
in Washington.
itkclit its i\ si \i.itiirr

1IAKK JAI' MTV A I'PHA It \MCK
Against a background of wooded

1.luffs which sweep majestically down
to l.ake Michigan, dlmplln in the
streaming sunlight, hundreds of trim
young fellows In blue may be seen
dally learning the rudiments of drill.

""^Continued on Eleventh rase-) '

Claire Perchaud. Young Country
Girl, Says She Has

Visions.

FREE FRANCE OF GERMANS

Military Authorities Laugh at
Maiden Sequestered by

Parisian Nuns.

»Y » H\HM:s I', IlKftTKM.I.
I it tr mil t lomi I SlnlV ('orrrMpoiirient.

I'AUIS. M-r.h (by mail).. The
whole Ml" France is stirroil from oii<l
to end l)j- the reported appearance of
another .i"M!l of \ ».*' III ili>> person of
:i yitunv p«vis:nit srirl i'iined Clair©
I*.>r«-li:iud wli-i claims that it has been
rfV'"i!ei| t>. It t i:> visions that she in
ord'im 1 .<« suit «--! f at the head
of the Fre-ich army ami drive out tlio
tier Mini iiivi<1

Tlio mysirn I. .. < <1 "pencil into one
of Mil* iro >. ..>.11*. ... I!n:. ry affairs for
many jrenera'ions. nv Ins to the fact
that tlm Catholic <'lunch, apparently
with implicit hc||.-f in the jfentiinetiess
of Claim I'etvluiud. has seiiuesterril
lu'i*. .-die i;- now in cha rge of mm:' in
Paris, wlii'f none hut the sisters can
approach her

At the ; hhislioprie. where T so-
'idled a statement on the ease, it was
stated that the primate absolutely de¬
clined to discuss th<- girl with callers.
.l»ut." |i v is added, "you may say
that the ecclesiastical authorities of
Krait-e are m.kiai: a profound Inquiry
into all the circumstances of the visions
of Claire I'erch.iud We have enjoined
. he strictest secreev on all her rela¬
tives and the clergy who have inter¬
viewed her. We must refuse to give
any opinion or to allow the matter to
he referred to. even in the pulpit, until
our inquiry lias been completed."
The modern Maid of Franco Is

twenty years old. and is- the daughter
of a farmer living at I'uy-Saint-Bon¬
net. near Cliolet. a few miles south of
the l,oire. and not far from Chinon.
whit-her Joan of Arc journeyed in the
fifteenth century from her birthplace.
honir<iniy.' to place herself at the liea'2
of the army which drove hack the Eng¬
lish army then besieging Orleans.
Claire is a typical peasant girl In

her dress ami style, but instead of
lie plump, ruddy cheeks of the girls

of the Vendee, -die has the pale, ascetic
looks of a religious devotee, with deep
;et. luminous black eves:. From her
childhood she was somewhat of a myo¬
tic. with Intense religious leanings.
\ Itbor'.th she helped her parents la
their farm work for Ions hours every
day. 4he never mis-ted her religious de¬
votion* morninp and evening, and for
many mile- around she was known for
her precocious niety several years b©-
'oi-'» tlie war broke > Jt.

win:.!-: \\oitt-c\t: niiu
IIKAIIS insTI'.llllll.s VOITKS

A fi \v months ago »li<' returned irom
the Holds one duv. pale anil oxhaitsied,
ami confided to Iter parents that while
.-ho «:is work!npr tin- S.icred Meaii ap-
pi'iif il above In r head amid si hlaxc of
.-;1« \ M the si'-iiir time mysterious
\ i»iv.-11 ispered tn hor tn ho up and
deliver I'Vani'i' from the German in-
vaders.
The story spread like wildiire round

the rountry, ami then began a reniarlc-
aliii' pilfirlmr.iri- to her parents' farm
liy all the people .>(' (ho countryside
for many mill., around. Poor peasant
r«. IK journeyed miles <>n foot, or by
w.igmi or railroad. In lay before Claire
photographs of fathers, husbands or

brothers lighting for H'rance at this
moment, and, falling' devoutly to their
limes, to pray for divine protection for
their soldier kin.
The clerg> at the cutset paid little

heed to the story of the visions and
its consequences. though the pulpits
limit with exhortations to the peasant
people to ri h on the ntcrey of Heaven
to spare their men folk from the
reaper's scythe. When, however, the
pilgrimage to the Perchaud farm and
tlii- mystery had become an obsession
throughout the Vendee, the matter was
referred t" the iii^hop of Poitiers, who
mineiiia11 Iv sent «. father of the Oblatfl

eoini.*iunii> to i111' rvicw the maid.
'I'h pi est ri tut icd with a favorable

ri port . ii the girl s religious fervor, and
sin ted that hours i>f ipiest inning had
fulled to wtaken one jot her belief in
the vision of the Sacred Heart and the
tn> st i r. i»tis xv h is pi rings.
The Itishop of P«. iti. r.-s thereupon had

tlo pui inoimlii hefin'e him in the
ores, n c of oilier priest.-. The prelate
wore lb' or,linarj robes of a country
cure and sought to ii ,uise his high
i!iv11;i \ from t'lair*-. but. although she
hail nev i In fore seen hint or his por¬
trait, flic immediate I > iiientilied hint
.i.ul addressed him in tiie orthodox
in. n:ii r sii< is aid lo possess a

spei il pri seietici in such matters.
.1 «.» decided to s.-nd her to Paris,

\\ Here <he archbishop n ight see her,
.a!i. j here she has been austerely clois-
telcd since the begin a ,;g of L,eilt ill
lie lii.ine of the Sisiii of Wisdom in
lit \ v .ii a e \ ifitii Hugo. Thousands
¦l" :. , iiui.s iia.e been ii a !e ill vain to
¦ ller

. i.t. f SKll Its I \
Itl'.l.lvilUl > l)i;V()THl.NS

K\ti> da> Claire I'ercbaud, accoiu-

p.inied by txvo sisters, goes to the
Church of the Sacred Heart, at Mont-
.iiiirtre, and passes hours in religious
devotions .Mention of this in the local
papers sent thousands of people, mostly
women, to the famous basilica in the
hope of obtaining a glimpse of the
n.vstery girl. but. to their intense dis¬
appointment, they found that she wor¬
shiped in a private chapel.
So profoundly has the affair gripped

the imagination of the people that It
threatens to develop into a political
matter. Already the leading Social¬
ist organ. l.'Hnmanite. has publicly
charged the clergy with persecuting?
Claire Perchaud and with wantonly
seiiuestering her.

This uncontirrJicd hint of maltreat¬
ment has angered the Catholic press,
which, while refraining: from Kiviufir
details on the strict orders of th«

tContinued on Tenth Pago.)


